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Endowment Prizes Distribution Program
- Report by Mr. Muruges

Last Thursday, 10" July 2014, I and Viji witnessed “Award
of Excellence:” function at Madurai Seed, honoring
students who had been meritorious in the recently
declared 10" an d12th std public exams. The function
was simple but well formatted by Karthik and team. We|
were greatly impressed for the following reasons.
Awards were not conferred to just Madurai Seed
students, but rather extended to a more judiciously
classified group of deserving students. Students were
accompanied by their proud parents/ relatives what
greater joy can a parent have other than his/her child
being honored.

Topper from a neighbor hostel for disadvantaged
children (Sevalayam) was honored and this was a great
gesture of Karthik and team. This will go a long way
rekindling the thought that there exists thousands of
underprivileged below oneself in this world and cannot
have many excuses.

Toppers from government schools in Madurai were
felicitated. This award serves a mutual purpose of
recognizing corporation schools in Madurai. Madurai
Seed thus proving itself to be a more responsible
organization, and Madurai Seed students deriving
motivation from such great achievers in spite of under
resourced situation comparing to other private schools.
Toppers from Karumbalai area were also honored. This
speaks about Madurai Seed's magnanimous and broad
minded approach towards society.

Suggestion: It would be nice if we can have an interactive
session between the children and honorees to share
their experiences, ideas.
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Madurai Seed: Reading evening
27 December 2014
- Written by John Potts
The library at Madurai Seed was the venue for a reading evening on 27 December, which lasted for
about an hour. The children were split into groups and assigned to a teacher, including Laura and John. The aim
was to encourage the children to use the library, to enjoy reading books, and to develop their reading skills.

My group consisted of about 10 children and young people. Together we read a simple book, which was

actually rather young for their age. Nevertheless, they enjoyed the challenge of reading a book in English. There

was not a great deal of text on each page and, in addition to working on vocabulary, Iworked very intensively on
pronunciation, particularly individual sounds, sentence stress, and intonation.

The youngsters enjoyed this, and made noticeable improvement in their ability to read aloud meaningfully and

comprehensibly. One or two made very good progress indeed, and I recommend working on pronunciation

whenever Madurai Seed has the opportunity to use the skills of a good teacher, whether native speaker or not.

Since I was fully engaged with my group, I was not able to monitor the other groups. However, judging by the

level of noise in the library, they were all very active.

All in all, it was an enjoyable and useful hour, and I hope that it has encouraged the youngsters to use the

library's resources more in future - both its English and Tamil books.

A Visit to Seed Narpanigal, July 23" 2014

- areport by Melli Annamalai, Asha-Boston MIT

I first met with Karthi, Elavarasi and Arun. Elavarasi is Karthi's wife and teaches at the centers as well. Arun
was a student and has been a part-time coordinator. His English is good and he is the one who authors the
reports that we read.

Unfortunately, some of the owners of the rented spaces for the centers asked them find new places. The
library and long seminar hall had to be vacated. They have found alternatives now. The terrace which
Asha had roofed is used for classes XIand XII now. The younger children have been moved to the space
in the main office. The main office is part of Karthi's home. He and his family live in a rented house and
have given his home to Seed Narpanigal. This space has been outfitted with an overhead projector and
screen with the support of 'Friends of Seed' in Switzerland. Itis a very nice space now.

Younger children studying in the Seed Narpanigal office, When I was visiting this space a young girl (about 6-7
years old) came by and dropped her brother (about 5 years old) off at the center. What was really cute was that
she also brought Rs. 10 for her brother's thenkoodu's account. The Thenkoodu initiative continues to work
really well. Students and families are encouraged to contribute small amounts when they can. Thisis collected
in each student's name, and at the beginning of the school year this is given to each student with interest to
buy school supplies. It helps them absorb the principles of saving, and also gives them some money at the
beginning of each school year.

Ialso met Mrs. Vijiand Mr. Murugesh. They have been volunteering for a year at Seed Narpanigal. They had
wanted to do something, come across the Seed Narpanigal website, and met and really liked the work here. 1
was very happy to have had a chance to meet them. They have been wonderful supporters for the work.
They regularly come twice a week to teach. Mrs. Viji has a background in early childhood education and that
helps. They have brought structure to the teaching. Mrs. Viji was very, very appreciative of the Tulika books.
She said the books were really useful, especially the bilingual

(Tamil and English) books. They were both particularly appreciative of Karthi, his passion and
commitment to the work. While there is a lot of structure in the way the classes are now planned
and conducted, there still seems to be some randomness in the various modules they use at the
centers. For example, an NGO will come up with a course on values, and encourage other NGOs
to use it. Seed Narpanigal might use it at the centers. We should suggest that they focus on
what they think is relevant.

They are eager to identify any improvements they can implement to teach the core curriculum better. The
challenges have been summarized well in the report by Ms. Sara Imbach who spent two months with the
project (see the report on page 49 of the annual report). It is to be commended that they have honestly
included the reportin their annual report.

We had lots of discussion around learning English. That is one of the most important goals they have (this is
discussed in some detail in the virtual visit over Skype). Elavarasi commented that they lack confidence. Like
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learning English, teaching English is also a hot topic. There is so much interest among external volunteers in
teaching English that Karthi has trouble scheduling them all sometimes. ? having teachers to teach is one
aspect of learning English practice in speaking English, practice inreading, etc.
3 students are in a nearby private school, utilizing the 25% rule of the Right to Education Act. One is
studying well. We should follow up on the other two and understand how this came about.

Excerpt from Ms Rebecca Braunwarth's project
"Growing up in an Indian slum”
(How a charity project increases young Indian girl's prospectus a comparative study)

In my first year at Kantonsschule Freudenberg (KFR), we were given a presentation on the Madurai Seed
project in Tamilnadu, India. Like all my classmates, I could hardly imagine what this project really was about and

how the little money our school raised for them with some occasional cake sales or by selling Switcher T-sh

collections would help. But in my third year, a friend of mine and I joined the newly formed Madurai Seed Junipr
team under the lead of Mrs Villiger and Mr Anderhalden. Our main task was to be active participants in supporting
the project. We sold cake at the open days and went to the younger classes to inform them about our project and
our team at KFR. The aim of our project is to support the Madurai Seed organization with various fund raising

activities. We donate the money we make to the Madurai Seed team and in this way help them to rent or build ne

class rooms or buy classroom equipment. In Karumbalai the children have the chance to go to the Madurai Seed
classrooms in the evening after regular school. There, volunteers (many of whom joined Madurai Seed themselves
when they were younger) teach them in basic subjects and help them with questions they couldn't ask at their

school . With this support the children have a better chance to complete their school education and even get intg
good college and continue their higher education.

By being part of the Madurai Seed junior team in Zurich, I've learned more about Madurai Seed and the children
there. After we got the information about the Matura paper, I started to think about a possible topic. Soon, I knewI

would like to do something about an aid organization. After this, one thing led to another, and Mrs Villig

suggested we could go to India and visit the Madurai Seed project together. I was very excited and glad about thi

wonderful chance.

On the basis of my research and the interviews analysed, I come to the conclusion that there are indeed son
significant differences between the adolescence of girls from an Indian slum and myself. Probably, the greate
difference is the position of girls in the society and in the family hierarchy. Girls in Switzerland hardly face a
disadvantages because of their gender, but in India this is still a problem. However there have been encouragi
improvements in this respect over the last years, as well. As far as caste is concerned, it no longer seems
determine a girl's future chances, at least not decisively. This could be the result of years of “affirmative actio
policies, which granted so called “scheduled castes” certain privileges, Due to these policies even members of S
have good chances to be successful in their lives. Because they receive necessary support.

Also, as I know now the project “Madurai Seed” matters a great deal for the educational successes of young girl
(and boys) in Karumbalai. Without the project and the support of all the employees and volunteers it would b
much harder for the young people there to study and achieve good results in their exam. The weak educatio
system in India as well as the many under-qualified teachers there still make it virtually impossible for thes
young people to improve their lives unaided.

What surprised me the most was the enthusiasm about school and their future careers of the children I met in
this project. They all really want to educate themselves and achieve ambitious goals in their lives. Although we,
the students in Zurich, also want to achieve goals, we often don't hold the great chances in high enough
regard that we get as a result of our education. To summarize, the girls from Karumbalai really are facing more
obstacles than girls like me in Switzerland but they do have the will and the power to reach their goals anyway.
Iwish all of them the very best for their future and I hope they achieve all they want in their lives.

Conclusion

Madurai Seed acts like a home away from home. The basic needs like food, shelter, and security are provided

by the parents. But, they can't provide the developmental needs like education, emotion and life skills.

Madurai Seed intervenes at that point. Once their needs are fulfilled, they can fulfill another one's need. We

constantly stress the importance of this cycle to the beneficiaries.

We look forward to the coming year filled with new challenges, and milestones. Thanks for all your continued
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Annual Report 2014-2015
Presented by
A.S.Karthikbharathi, Managing Trustee

I am very happy to meet you all through this annual report. The report contains our last year's activities
and impacts. Madurai Seed strengthens the lives of underprivileged children and young people by providing
curricular and extracurricular activities which otherwise they couldn't get in schools and families. The results of
our works are incredible. The evidence is the profile of our out-going volunteers every year.

I would like to thank the fellow trustees, volunteers for their immense support in running the programs.
Last but not least, | thank the individual donors, donor organizations, advisers, and well-wishers for their
continued support. You people are the real strength of Madurai Seed. | hope that you enjoy reading this report.
We appreciate your valuable feedback. We pledge our commitment to provide nurturing environment for
disadvantaged children and young people to grow and excel. Thank you.
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Beneficiaries Activities through the Program Male | Female | Total
Holistic Educational Centers, SEVALAYAM 303 115 418
Hostel Program, Library, Magazine and Club
Children Activities, semi orphan scholarship and other
scholarship Personality Development
Programs, Slow Learner Children Program in
2 schools,
Holistic Educational Centre, Library, Magazine 19 9 28
and Club Activities, Personality Development
Young People Programs
Benefited families 360
Semi Orphan Children 23 10 33
Semi Orphan Young People 4 1 5
Children Educational Scholarship fees, 52 50 102
Children Endowment Prizes 3 5 8
Children Notebooks, Stationeries, Study Materials , 164 82 246
T-Shirt, Salwar.
Young People Educational Scholarship, fees 16 9 25
Children Providing Interest For Saving 69 55 124
Young people Rotational Fund 16 24
Children Helped for XI Admission 16 19
Young People Guidance and Help for UG & PG College 11 10 21
Admission
Benefited Areas 09
Schools 28
Colleges 10
Community Providing of children Journals 500
Community Young people Journals 500
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MADURAISEED Holistic Education Centers
Operating Centers for Children: Vandugal Arangam, Vergal Arangam, Kanavugal Arangam

Background of the areas: The children are from underprivileged areas in Madurai like Karumbalai, SM Nagar, PT|
Colony, Indira Nagar, Kamala Nagar, Tallakulam, Managiri, and Mathichiyam. Parents of these children were daily
wage earners like construction labors, painters, tricycle pullers, auto-drivers, scavengers, small vendors, women are
also going to work, and they are mostly maid servants. Most of the men drink alcohol.

Educational background of the parents: The parents haven't gone to school. Many of them finished only primary
education and dropped out from school. Children lack their parent's motivation in education.

Background of the Children: Children from the underprivileged areas are studying in government schools, and
government aided schools. 2% of them study in private schools. Parents couldn't guide them in studies. The area is
very populous. The houses are very small. They couldn't pay for private tuitions. The working parents don't have
time to spend with their children. They aren't getting necessary caring from their parents.

What we do: We provide them spaces for studying according to the age levels and opportunities which normally
they couldn't get from their families and schools. Volunteers assist them with school works, the student teacher
ratio 15:1. Daily, they practice English and Math the subjects they find hard. The Special activities like Library, saving
bank, exposure visits, scholarships, endowment prizes, skills and personality development programs, and other co
curricular activities are to enrich their leadership skills, creativity, aspiration, and communication, and to help
molding their whole personality.

Learning atmosphere at education centers: Each center was provided with necessary lights, fans, black boards,
and audio/visual facility. The children look the center as a home away from home. The teaching volunteers are
called as brothers and sisters. They sit with the children and work more closely with each children and gives
necessary support.

Benefited Children List through Education Centers

Benefited Children Age Boys | Girls | Total
Vandugal Arangam = e 51 45 96
Vergal Arangam 10 to 13 61 51 112
Kanavugal Arangam 14 to 17 55 il 74
Total 167 115 282

Centre Name : Vandugal Arangam
Benefited age group : 5 to 9 years old

Working hours : 6 to 8.15 PM weekdays

No. of teaching volunteers : 8

No. of activity volunteers :2

Teacher, Student Ratio :1:10

Benefited children

\Standard 'Boys' Girls' Total

) | 12 10 202

IX 12 o7 19
IIX 15 16 31
IV 12 12 24
Total S 45 96




Centre Name

Working hours

: Vergal Arangam

Teacher, Student Ratio

Number of teaching volunteers

Number of activity volunteers

;8
v2
vz 41

Centre Name: Kanavugal Arangam
Benefited age group: 14 to 17 years old
Working hours : 6 to 9.15 PM weekdays
Number of teaching volunteers: 8

Number of activity volunteers

e
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Benefited age group : 10 to 13 years old
16 to 9.15 PM weekdays

-

Benefited children
Standard Boys Girls Total
\V4 16 L7/ 2353
VI 17 09 26
VII 10 1’5 25
VIII 18 10 28
Total 61 51 112

Benefited children Details of First Generation Higher Secondary Children
Standard _ Girls__ Total std Male Female | Total
IX 06 07 13 *XI 5 i 1 6 i
X 22 08 30
XI 14 02 16 XII 9 2 11
XII 13 02 15 Total 14 3 17
Total 55 19 74
Higher Secondary Students
Std Maths- Science Arts Commerce- | Engineering Total
Computer Accountancy
XI M F M F M F M F M F M F T
2 0 5 2 0 0 4 0 2 0 13 2 15
X1 0 1 0 1 1 0 9 0 0] 0 12 2 14
Total 2 1 5 3 1 0 13 0 2 0 25 4 29

10" std Results 2014

In March 2014, 17 boys and 4 girls wrote the 10" std exams. All of them have passed.

Vasim Khan scored the first mark 437/500.

eAmong the 21 students, 50% are the first persons from their family finished 10" std level.

Among 2 are the single-parent children. All have joined for 11" std.

12" std Results 2014

In March 2014, 9 boys and 5 girls wrote the 12" std exams. All passed.

D. Sathish Kumar scored the first mark 1016/1200.

eAmong, 6 are the first persons from their family finished 12" std level. 5 are single-parent children.




10th Std Marks - 23- 12th Std Marks

No Name Marks Percentage No | Name Marks scored | Percentage
out of 500 out of 1200
- Vasim Khan a37 87.4% 1 | DSathish Kumar | 1016 845
2 ManiKandan 428 85.6% 7 Suresh Kannan 973 81
3 Rama Krishnan 421 84.2% 3 Muthuganesh 965 30
- VTsanth 419 83.8% i ERmm— 964 30
5 Alagar 419 83.8% -
6 Sak?hivel 407 81.4% el e al
7| Stephen Rqj 404 80.8% 6| Manipandi 650 i
8 | Lakshmi 383 76.6% 7__| Shenbagam 810 725
9 Srinath 380 76% 8 | Nagarjun 867 72
10 | Sermathi 352 70.4% 9 | Karthik 865 72
11 Gayathri 346 69.2% 10 | Surya 831 69
12 Balamurugan 336 67.2% 11 | Tamilselvi 782
13 MUTHU VEERAN [ 306 61.2% 12 | Varalakshmi 746
14 | Ajith 303 60.6% 13 | Manikandan 654
15 Kalaiselvi 301 60.2% 2
16 Silambarasan 287 57.4%
il Vetrivel 287 57.4%
18 BUVANESH BALA | 285 57%
19 Dinesh Kumar 267 53.4%
20 Manoj 264 52.8%
21 Madurai Veeran | 253 50.6%
Young People Education Center
The Problem:
» More likely, to undertake any low income job leaving higher education

» More likely, to get addiction of alcohol and drugs

» Morelikely, to take violent stand for any problem

» Morelikely, to get married at early age

» More likely, to waste their energy and enthusiasm in a unproductive way
Solution: We believe young people are the change-agents. We provide them with skills to impact their own lives
and of others in the community. By providing them with productive means to spend their energy and enthusiasm,
they'll become productive and resourceful person and achieves their favorite vocational goal. They'll escape from
the poverty.
Culture: Children once finished their 12" std, they join in the volunteer team. They come to give back to the
succeeding children the same "Madurai Seed Experience”. Many present volunteers were once the children of
Madurai Seed. Every year, we get adequate volunteers from the locale. We think this is the significant aspect.
Thedalgal Arangam: This consists of college-going young people. Here they are provided with necessary
educational and vocational guidance and personality development programs. They teach at children's education
centers, and organizing extra-curricular activities for them. They teach and learn at the same time.

» Now, the team comprises of 28 members.

» Among 17 are the first generation colleges going young people.

»  25aretaking partindaily activities of Madurai Seed.
Key Activities:

» Spoken English Classes » Photography
» Vocational guidance and counseling » Coaching classes for competitive exams
» Leadership Training » Life Skills & Soft Skills orientation

»  Basic Computer, MS Office, Typing classes
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Loung People and their studies

Specialization Male Female Total
UG Arts Tamil, English, 4 1 =
Economics
UG Science Maths 1 O 1
UG Commerce = 3 6
PG 1 O 1

Professional Courses

PG/ M.Phil Maths 1 O 1
UG/ Engineering EEE, ECE, Civil, 4 2 (S
Computer
UG/ Teaching English, Tamil, Histroy 1 3 4
PG/ Teaching Commerce 1 O 1
UG/ Law Law 1 O "
Dipoma/ poly technic EEE 2 o 2
To tal 19 9 28
Degree completed college students in 2015
10 dlE > dlE O'ld
Degree
One Degree Nagoor Raja, Bala Murugan, (2) | Karpaga Selvi, Janaki, Maheshwari (3) 5
Two Degrees Arun Kumar, Sadham (2) Divya Bharathi, Priya, Parvathi (3) 5
Three Degrees Muthu Pandi (1) il
Four Degrees Ganesh Kumar (1) 1
Total | 12

Success Stories

Astalakshmi: Astalakshmi who finished bachelor's in Tamil is working as a teacher in a private school in Dindigul.
During her volunteering, she has completed a teacher training course, and took part in various teaching oriented
workshops at Madurai Seed. Once she was failed in 12" std. With the guidance of Madurai Seed, she has finished a
certificate course in Nurse Assistant, in due time she passed the 12" std. She has selected Tamil for UG degree.
During the last three years, she had taught at Vandugal Arangam. She acknowledged that Madurai Seed has played
amajorrole in her life. The teaching position she got is because of her experiences at Seed.

Ramaraj: Ramaraj, who has finished Masters in management, is working as an assistant manager in a marketing
company. He has acknowledged that the inputs and experiences he gained from Madurai Seed are very useful to
himin his working environment.

Farewell to Young People:

As a part of Madurai Seed's 16" Annual Day program, Farewell Program was given to our volunteers Karpaga Selvi,
Janaki, Bala Murugan who are completing their graduation in commerce, and Sadam Hussain who finishes post
graduation in commerce. Volunteers Ms.Angela, Mrs. Viji Muruges, Mrs. Elavarasi, and Ramki spoke about the
service of the out-going young people. Trustees teacher Ms. Mariammal, Mansurali, and Karthikbharathi awarded
the young people with gifts and certificates. Karpagaselvi, and Balamurugan spoke about how Madurai Seed has
changed their life. Songs were played to appreciate their volunteering.

Sevalayam Hostel Program

Sevalayam is a free hostel for village children (boys) from poor economic and social background.
Background of the Children: The children are from 64 villages in 8 districts of TamilNadu. All the students are
studying in a nearby corporation school. Many of them are single-parent children.

What we do: New supplementary education program is initiated for children of Sevalayam Hostel. There are 5
volunteers to help the children every evening. Among 136 students, 102 children are having problems in basic
reading, writing abilities in both Tamil and English, and basic arithmetic skills. Volunteers are helping to improve
their basic skills. Volunteers teach two hours a day. 10" and 12" standard students are provided help in Math and
English subjects.

Benefited age group: 10to 17 years old

Working hours  :7.00to 8.30 PM weekdays

Number of teaching volunteers: 7
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Scholarship Program
Need for scholarships: Education is considered an essential tool in succeeding in one's life; in taking the areas we
work, it is unfortunate that education becomes expensive, and burden to the families. Hence, the children lack
fruitful school experience because of the lack of resources. Even children have the chance to get free education in
government schools; they couldn't enjoy the privileges of school education because of the problems faced in
families.
What we do: The scholarship program aims at providing a minimum level monetary support and sponsoring of
other necessary things needed for school studies.
Our Philosophy:

e  Wehelpasmany children as possible

¢  Wefocusonthosewho arein greatest need

¢ Wedon'tavoiddifficult cases.

¢ Weencourage parents to take some responsibilities
KFR- Children Fund
KFR, a school in Zurich, and MADURAI SEED have setup a
scholarship program for orphan/semi orphan and most
disadvantaged children and young people. Our Children are from various schools, and their fee structure differs. So,
we fixed some amount for each class. We pay their fee partly. Further, we encourage their parents to take the
responsibility and we encourage children save in our bank as much as possible.
Scholarship distribution Programs:

Date Program Place
09.07.2014 | The school headmistress Mrs. Geetha and Madurai Seed | Pattupoochi Elementary School,
Trustee Ms. Mariammal distributed the scholarships to | Tallakulam
children.
09.07.2014 | The school headmistress Mrs. Sugi and Madurai Seed | T.S.U.M. High School, Tallakulam
Trustee Ms. Mariammal distributed the scholarships to

hildren.
10.07.2014 iruscieees M.Mansurali and A.S.Karthikbharathi Madurai Seed Education Centers
distributed the scholarships to children and young
people.
Benefited Children
Std Male Female Total
Vandugal Arangam (1% std to 4™ std) 06 14 20
Vergal Arangam (5" std to 8™ std) 20 19 39
Kanavugal Arangam (9" std to 12" std) | 26 14 40
Total Number of Children 52 47 929
College first year 08 02 10
College third year 02 00 02
Total Number of Young People 10 02 12
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e 11th std Admission: 17 children who are going to eleventh standard were provided with help in
applications, admission works, and study materials.
e College Admission: 13 children who finished 12" std were provided help for college admission, applications
and study materials. 6 were supported with admission expenses.
e On 23.02.2015, at Sevalayam Hostel, 12 students from twelfth standard were provided with examination
things for board exams.
e On 24.02.2015, at Kanavugal Arangam, 12 students from twelfth standard were provided examination
materials for board exam.
e On 18.03.2015, at Sevalayam Hostel, 15 of tenth standard students were given examination things for SSLC
board exam.
e 0On19.03.2015, 15 of tenth standard children were provided examination materials for board exam.

Clive Oxenden Fund

Clive is an ELT professional authored “New English File” an English course book
published by Oxford University Press. He was introduced by Dr. Laura Villiger. He has
sponsored the New English File books to Madurai Seed. This year he has helped with his
generous sponsorship for teacher training aspirants and professional course students.

Number of Benefited People:

Course Details of beneficiaries Male Female Total

B.Ed 8 3 6
M.Phil 1 0 1
Total 4 8 7

Impact Stories
About Ganesh:
Ganesh has worked as the teaching volunteer of Maths from 2012 to 2015. He has done his M.Sc, and M.Phil during
that time. He taught Maths to 10", 11", 12" std students. This year, he is leaving as a regular volunteer.

Madurai Seed in my life:
I joined myself in Madurai Seed from 2012, first my intention was to teach to get the monthly stipend. Later I
realized and learned there are many specialties and facets for Madurai Seed in addition to the stipend program
Because It is not only the place for school subjects teaching, its explicit activities and latent philosophies behind the
activities has renovated me. I have taught Maths to 9",10",11",and 12" std children. Indeed I gave little support to
them. But, I learned a lot from them. My routine tuition in Maths gave me strong foundation. During my college, |
was able to answer first to the lecturer's question in class.

Another important change is "I have no stage fear now". I am able to give seminars without hesitation. I wish to
become a child and spend my childhood in Madurai Seed. It is not going to happen, but the extra-curricular
activities, cultural programs, camps, trainings, and other exposures children get are really incredible. I love being
called "Anna” by children. My friends circle has enlarged with other young people at Madurai Seed.
I'have gone for three tours during my service. All the three were unforgettable experiences. I had a chance to teach
in a private and home tuition for good remuneration, but I refused the chances. It is satisfying job for me to teach
the poor children with enormous eager to study.I am proud being a part of Madurai Seed.I personally thank Karthik
Sir for transforming me into a real teacher, and Madurai Seed for the financial assistance you've given for my higher
education. Thank you.
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About ArunKumar:
Arun has been coming to Madurai Seed for the past 14 years. Both his high school and college studies were
sponsored. He has completed his graduation in English and teacher education. He had worked as a part-time
coordinator. This is his final year at Madurai Seed.
Madurai Seed in my life:

Madurai Seed has played enormous role in my life. It was a teacher, a guide, a friend, a brother, mother, and
soon. It had given me a wholesome development plus the financial aids for my education. I have learnt many things
both academic and non-academic. One thing is the “English”. I have studied in average Tamil medium schools. But,
In Madurai Seed Iwas able to learn under great English teachers which have provided me the confident to choose
English for graduation. I was able to do translations and correspondences in Madurai Seed office. I have turned me
as a book lover. Though, I did anything wrong, it has forgiven and taken me like a mother. Without its guidance, I
would not have become whatIam today.

Other thing is the people, I have seen in and out Madurai Seed like trustees, supporters, volunteers,
resource persons, every-one of them are unique and have the frequency of doing something good. Madurai Seed is
another family I have lived in.I have learnt to see and do things differently. Both my knowledge part and skill part is
shaped here. Really, the experiences here are the assets in my life which will make me grow further. Truly comparing
with school, and college I have learned a lot in Madurai Seed. As I could proudly say I am the graduate in Madurai
Seed School. Thanks everybody.

Words of Gratitude:

Dear Clive, How are you? I am Arun Kumar. I joined in Madurai Seed when I was 10 years old. Seed has
rendered me with lots of learning as a school and college student. I have an elder brother and younger sister. My
brother has completed 12" std and working in a factory. My sister has completed 10" std. Both my brother couldn't
study due to family circumstances. My brother got into work after my father's death, and my sister was married at
early age due to family conditions. Madurai Seed has helped me to finish school and college.Iam the first graduate
in my family. Now, [ became a qualified teacher. I can contribute to my family, of course to Madurai Seed also.
Without you, this wouldn't be possible. You have helped me to find a career. You, Laura, John, Karthik anna, Mansur
anna, Mariammal teacher, Melli Akka have played a major role in my life. Thanks to everyone. You, Laura, John are my
role models as English teachers. 1definitely make everyone of you proud. Thanks a lot.

About Muthupandi:

Muthupandi has joined in Madurai Seed way back in 1999 as a child. He had earned three degrees though
fighting disadvantaged background. He has taught commerce and economics to the higher secondary children. He
also worked as an accountant for the past two years. He is completing his formal volunteer ship this year.

Madurai Seed in my life:

I am 23 years old now; I have spent half of the life cycle in Madurai Seed. I was attracted towards Maths
because of my teaching volunteers in Madurai Seed. That numerical love has made me to finish masters in
commerce. | have taught commerce, economics to the 11" and 12" std children.Ilearned a lot while teaching. That
experience made me to pursue teacher training in commerce. Madurai Seed has helped me to complete that degree
All my knowledge, hobbies, and values are developed here. It taught me the value of saving.I am till saving whatever
little every month.Iam very much interested in sports, and cooking. My first train journey was at Madurai Seed.

It gave me many responsibilities and helped to develop my managerial skills like accountant, sports meet
conductor, children bank incharge, etc. I didn't even explore my native city. But In Madurai Seed I was able to know
the nook and corners of the city while go for purchasing for activities. It made me a sociable person, Ican make
friends easier. Values I learned here are immense. I have completed 3 degrees. My mom is very proud of me. The
reason is Madurai Seed. In Madurai Seed, I got the hands on experience as an accountant, which is a great
experience.l have learned a lot here, and will apply in my future life. Thank you.

Words of Gratitude:

Hello Clive, I am Muthu Pandi. How are you and family? I am a single child to my parents. My father was a
Siddha medicine. He had only completed his schooling. He was very interested in discovering new things. In fact he
was the one who invented the Tamil keyboard before 20 years. But he is not recognized. He lived in poverty, and died
of illness. My mom has motivated me to join in Madurai Seed. I come here since 1999. Now, I have owned three
degrees in spite all the challenges. The reason is Madurai Seed, and people like John sir, Laura Amma, karthik anna,
Mansura anna, and Mariammal teacher.Iam going to start my professional life. Dear Clive you are the reason behind
it. My hearty thanks to you and your family. I will make you and Madurai Seed proud.
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About Divyabharathi:
Divya is coming to Madurai Seed since 5" std. She has done her B.A and B.Ed in English. She taught English
for the past four years. This year, is her last year at Madurai Seed as a teaching volunteer.

Madurai Seed in my life:

I have been coming to Madurai Seed for the past 13 years. I have spent 9 years as a school student, and 4
years as a teaching volunteer. The force which driven me to come to Madurai Seed continuously is the diverse
activities including the evening classes, skills and personality development activities. Every year the activities will be
innovative. In Madurai Seed, Maths and English subjects were given more importance. These are the two subjects [
have afraid of in school time. Madurai Seed have taught me English better than my school. Now I am changed. I
have chosen to study English for graduation, I taught English for children for three years, I studied teacher training
with the support of Madurai Seed. Now, Iam an English teacher. It has changed my fear to a fruitful life. It enhanced
my reading habit. The summer camps and children magazine kindled my creativity and writing skills. I was very shy
to speak, and participate before. But step by step I came out of the shyness. The reason is Madurai Seed. It
encourages the participation in all extracurricular activities especially for girls. Madurai Seed helps me to identify
my progress and encourages being happy. In our home, we celebrate some culture-specific festivals, but in Madurai
Seed celebrations show another dimension of learning, sharing, friendship, and teamwork. Without Madurai Seed, [
wouldn't become what I am today. It is the place of happiness and learning together. Last but not least, I was very
happy in Madurai Seed, compared to my school and family. Thank you all.

Words of Gratitude:

Dear Clive, I am Divya Bharathi. How are you? Pass my greetings to your family. Iam coming to seed for the
past 13 years. Both my father and mother were school drop outs, my brother is going to 12" std this year.I am the
first graduate in my family. I have studied both my schooling and college in an average government aided
institutions. Though my father is affectionate, he couldn't earn sufficiently to run the family. My mother is the back
bone of my family, she manages with her earning. Government teacher training institutions are very minimum in
TamilNadu. So, the competition is maximum. But, my dream is to become a teacher. At that time,  have got a seat in
a private college. But 63,000 is a big amount.Iam so disappointed, at that time you came like a God and gave me the
boon of this chance. I wouldn't forget you . My hearty thanks to you and your family, I must say thanks to Laura
amma, john sir, karthik anna, mansur anna, and mariammal teacher and everyone for helping me to achieve my
dream. You all are my role models. Thank you.

About Priya:
Priya has finished B.A and B.Ed in history. She has worked as a teaching volunteer for the past 14 years. She
has helped with dance performances of children. This year, she is formally leaving from Madurai Seed.

Madurai Seed in my life:

I can still remember the first day when I came to Seed. I came in 10" std by the compulsion of my mother.
But, now have successfully completed my journey with Madurai Seed including 3 years of student in the education
center and 4 years of volunteer service. I was very happy coming in the evening in my school days. All the volunteers
who have taught me and the people in Madurai Seed gave a strong impression in my behavior. If I didn't find
Madurai Seed, I would have settled in a low income job after my 12" std. That is the condition of many girls in
Karumbalai. Madurai Seed has changed me as an educated women, it has turned my dream into real. I am a
qualified teacher now.I am independent and strong enough to take care of my family. I have participated in many
cultural programs. In a traditional Indian home, girls aren't allowed to play, to sing, and to dance. But, Madurai Seed
gave me lots of platforms to give cultural performances and also chances to prepare children for cultural events. I
enjoyed the equality and freedom as a woman in Madurai Seed, even thoughIcan't get those in schools and family.1
very much liked all the summer camps, celebrations, and cultural events, tours, and field trips which I can't forget. I
always talk about Madurai Seed in my family and among my school, college friends. Madurai Seed has become
inseparable in my life. It taught me to read books. It taught me to speak boldly. It taught me to celebrate life. I can't
explain my thankfulness to Madurai Seed. Thank you.
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Words of Gratitude:

Dear Clive, 1am Priya.Iam fine? How are you and your family? Convey my love to everyone in your family. I
am a History teacher today.Iam very very happy about that. Thanks for the wonderful chances, today I have grown
like your child. Both my parents haven't went to school. My elder sistern went up to 12" std, my younger sister went
up to 8" std. I am the first graduate in my family. Now, I have achieved my dream of becoming a teacher. The
situation here is if you have lot of money, you can choose a private college, if you have lot of marks you can choose a
government college. I am the average student, with a great aspiration. For me teacher training is a dream, you have
made me realize my dream, live my dream. Come to India once, and spend some time with us. My hearty thanks to
you and your family, John sir, laura amma, karthik anna, Mansur anna, mariammal teacher. I am in the mood of
dancing, Iam very much happy now. Thanks a lot.

About Parvathi:

Parvathi has done B.A and B.Ed in Tamil. She has worked as a teaching volunteer for the past four years. Her
official volunteer ship completed this year.

Madurai Seed in my life:

In India being a girl is a disadvantage in society to get education. But, [ am very fortunate to have Madurai
Seed in my life. Madurai Seed has given me enormous experiences to learn and supported me to achieve my dream,
It had changed me in many aspects both in studies and life skills. It has given me the opportunity to learn like a
student, to teach like a teacher, to lead like a leader. Even before, I get my bachelor of education; I got firsthand
experience in teaching children, I participated in teacher training workshops. Being a girl, I didn't visit to places
other than Madurai. In Madurai Seed, I have visited many places in and out Tamilnadu. It guided me to choose my
college studies after 12" std. It has given me lots of brother and sisters. I have learned the fruits of team work when
working as a volunteer. Without gender barriers, I am able to mingle with all people. Yearly, Vasantham Summer
Camps are unforgettable. The experiences 1 got here are valuable.I got awareness in government exams.Iam able
to speak Basic English. In every little activity, there is learning. Madurai Seed is a boon for girls who otherwise will
end their lives in kitchen.

Words of Gratitude:

Dearest Clive, Vanakkam, I am Parvathi. Hope you are fine. Convey my regards to everyone in your family.
am coming to seed for the past nine years. My father is a painter. My mother is a house wife. Both my parents are
school drop outs. My family was in a economical crisis due to lots of loan for my brother's studies. So my future
education path was dark. At that time you came to rescue me. Your generous help made me to live my dream.Iam a
tamil teacher now. I will become the best teacher in tamil. I'll practice English with OUP books, you've written. I'll
write a tamil tutorial like that. In my 12" std batch, there were 13 girls, but many of them couldn't afford higher
education due to poverty and family reasons. But, Divya, Priya, and I came to Madurai Seed centers continuously.
Now, we have earned a good status in society as teachers. Many thanks to you and your family. I should also tell
thanks to Lauraamma, John sir, Karthik anna, Mansuranna, and Mariammal teacher. Thanks to everyone.

Endowment Prizes

It aims to honor the high mark scorers of 10" std and 12" std, it is a small monetary award to appreciate
their hard work in securing the marks and to support their further study. Another reason is the upcoming students
are motivated to study hard, and taste the fruits of studying.

On 10.07.2014, Endowment Prizes for the year 2014 were distributed in three categories. The program
took place at Karumbalai Community Hall. The honorees, and their parents, Madurai Seed children, young people,
and trustees took part in the program. 8 children were honored with certificates and monetary prizes. The honorees
shared their feeling, their study habits, and goals.

Top scorers in Madurai Seed Mr. Krishnasamy endowment prize

S.No Names Marks

1 R.Sivamani (Sevalayam hostel), 10" std | 450/500
2 S. VasimKhan, 10" std 437/500
3 D.Suresh Kannan, 12 std 973/1200
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Top scorers in Karumbalai Area Teacher. V. Mariammal Endowment Prize

S.No Names Marks
il S. Suguna Devi (12" std) 1100/1200
2 S.Bavithra (10" std) 481/500

Top scorers in Corporation School level KFR & Madurai Seed Endowment Prize

0 -

1 M.Sangeetha (12" std) 1162/1200
2 PAnusaya (10" std) 494/500
3 S.Krishnaveni (10" std) 494/500

Madurai Seed “Nava Penmanigal”- New Age Women Awards 2014

On 03.10.2014, 6 of our Madurai Seed women were given awards for their educational and vocational

achievements. The six people are being with Madurai Seed since their schooling. Now, they have become examples

to other girls. The program was held at Karumbalai East Street as a public function.

Madurai Seed trustees Ms. Mariammal and Mrs. Prema, head mistress of Anupanadi Corporation School

distributed the certificates and awards. Trustee A.S.Karthikbharathi presented the award winner's family

background, schooling, college, volunteering, and their current positions. This has provided a clear picture about

the achievements of these women despite from disadvantaged background, and how education has changed their

life.

Award Winners

*  P.Saranya Devi, B.Sc, B.Ed. She had rendered volunteer service for 3 years. She is the first graduate in her
family. She is the first government school teacher in Karumbalai East Street.

*  M.Amutha, B.A, B.Ed. She had rendered volunteering for 4 years. She is also the first graduate in her
family. She isnow working asan English teacherin a governmentaided school.

* C.Karpaga Jothi, M.A, B.Ed. She has rendered 4 years of volunteering. She is a first graduate in her family.
She is now working in Velammal one of the best schools as an English teacher.

* ThangalLakshmi, B.A, B.Ed., She rendered 4 years of volunteer service. She is a first graduate in her family.
Sheis now working in TVS one of the best schools as an English teacher.

* P.Maheswari, B.E. She is a final year engineering student. She has got best marks in10th and 12" std. She
has got a merit seat in one of the best colleges, ACET. She is a first graduate. She is a first women to got a
seatin government college.

*  K.Thilagavathi, B.E. She has rendered 3 years of volunteering. She has got merit seat in one of the best
colleges Thiagarajar College. She is a first graduate. She is the first women to get into Thiagarajar
Engineering College.

Madurai Seed Achievers Award Program 2014

On 28.03.2015, a program was conducted to honor 7 of our young people who finished professional
courses. 6 of them were raised in Madurai Seed since childhood. The award went to

*  Ganesh Kumar (M.Sc, M.Phil, B.Ed in Maths)

Arun Kumar (B.A, B.Ed in English)

Muthu Pandi (M.Com, B.Ed in Commerce)

Divya Bharathi ( B.A, B.Ed in English)

Priya (B.A, B.Ed in History)

Parvathi (B.A, B.Ed in Tamil)

Maheshwari (B.E in ECE) who has achieved educational qualifications to achieve their
vocational goal.

L b b b P
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Managing Trustee A.S.Karthikbharathi elaborately spoke about each one's volunteering, their background, and
how their dreams came true today. Chief guests who have honored these out-going volunteers were Mr. Rajendran
(in charge of corporation education department), Mrs. Chithra (Assistant head mistress of Elango Corporation
School, Mrs. Ganeshwari (Headmistress of Kambar School)

Trustees teacher Ms. Mariammal, Mansurali, and Karthikbharathi awarded the young people with award-
shields, and gifts. The parents of these young people were also present in the stage with happiness, and pride. Arun
Kumar has given the acknowledgement on behalf of all the honorees. This was also a motivation to all the young
people, children, and their parents to think of the benefits of higher education.

Galileo Science Club Prize Winners

The Galileo Science club encouraged the children who have participated in the National Science Day
seminars and Demos. The children gave their extraordinary participation in preparing the working, non-working
models in some science concepts like pressure, energy, human body, electricity, astronomy, etc. They were provided
with shields. Santhosh from 5" std presented his three working models of mixture, walking toy, and wind turbine. He
used simple domestic things to make the models. It is something creative and wonderful having this much of
enthusiasm in science. He was provided with "Young Scientist” award.

Award Receivers

Name Standard
Vasimkhan X1
Bhavani VIII

Jeeva VIII

Jeeva Ganesh VIII
Gopika VI
Pavithra VI

Durga Devi VI
Santhosh \Y/

Madurai Seed Sports Champions

Sports Meet 2014 was conducted during quart yearly holidays. Children were divided into four groups Maste
Blasters, Miracle Squad, Rocky Riders, and Almost Winners. There were 20 children in each group. Major grou
games, and individual games were conducted. Boys and girls went to Chathrapatti, a village channel on separat

days. There many games were conducted.

28.09.14 | @, [-1 ] Rocky Rider

rLN RS Chatrapatti- Boys Meet Name Std

30.09.14 | [€1:ELCT Dharani A4

01.10.14 RIS R S v

[PRLEPN ChatraPatti- Girls Meet Jeric o

(R DHBEN Chinese Checker K:jleels.:nnv:;ri X

04.10.14 B\ I¥-E1 - Ziniya X

VER LSRN Athletics at Sundaram Park PremiKumar XI

06.10.14 W-\"ElL Kel-17-111.14)" Vasanth XI

)i ¥ Anand XII

Muthu Ganesh College
Muthaiya College

DO =
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Madurai Seed Children's prizes and certificates in Schools:
> Dharani, 5" std won elocution competition

> Gobika, 6" std won prizes in sports and drawing competition
> Abinaya,6" std won prizes in school sports meet
> Hemalatha, 7" std won prizes in school sports meet
» MuthuSelvi, 7" std took part in dance competitions
> Bhavani, 8" std won prizes in drawing competitions
» Vijiand Kaleeswari, 9" std are winners in many sports in school
» JeevaGanesh, Jeevanand, and Jerk are participating in Scout movement
» Mahalakshmi, Sasikumar, Balamurugan, Krishnamoorthy, Vaitheeswari are in school sports teams such as
hand ball, kabadi, volley ball, and kho-kho.
Rank Holders List
Standard Name Total
XII Girija, Chellammal, Ananda Kumar, James, Naveen 5
X1 Vasim Khan, Manikandan, Ramar, Alagar, Vasanth, Stephan, Sakthivel 7
X Vinthiya, Kowsalya, VijayaLakshmi, Divya, Ramya, Suresh Kannan 6
IX Santhiya, Shibora, Gopinath, Muniyasamy 4
VIII Jerk, Jeeva, Rajkumar, Bhavani, Meenatchi 5
VII Selvakamalesh, Santhosh, Rajeshwari, Hemalatha, Durga, Tamilaruvi 6
Vi1 Viswanath, Gopika, Abinaya 3
Vv Marshalin Nisha, Selva Pandi, Dharani, Vasantha Raj, Santhosh 6
Total Number of Students 42

Madurai Seed Young People’'s Prizes and certificates in Colleges:

Ramki, B.E took partin Bridge designer course conducted at college

Nagoor raja, Muthaiya, and Madhan took partin 10 days NSS camp

Muthaiya has learnt “Thappaatam”, and performed in many stages

Priya, B.Ed won prizes in doll making, and Thirukural recitation competition.

Parvathi, B.Ed won prize in notice board making, enacted in drama in the college annual day.
Divyabharathi won prizes in collage making, notice board making, and cookery competitions.
Arunkumar, B.Ed won prizes in quiz competition, collage making, and participated in many cultural events.
Muthupandi was the sports champion in Thiyagarajar College of Preceptors.

Sharmila took part in elocution, and verse writing competitions.

YVVVVVYYVVYVY

Skills and Personality Development Programs

Why:

The education has become bitter experience due to outdated teaching methods and mark oriented. They study for
exams only. It fails to provide different types of learning experiences, platform to identify interests, and develop
skills. Our children are studying in schools lack extracurricular activities. Their families can't afford to pay special
training. There is a high risk of children growing without the awareness of personal interests, acquisition of basic
knowledge and life skills.

How:

We believe learning can happen only in a fruitful, stress-free, fun-filled, resourceful environment which provides
chances to express themselves, to work together with others, to share ideas, to act independently, to get hands on
experience. Every club has a variety of activities that the children and young people work together in both
knowledge and skill areas in a broad perspective like arts, literature, crafts, science, music, dance and sports. Each
activity is designed to give children and young people the chance to experience something they wouldn't normally
afford at home and schools.
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Skills & Personality Development Programs
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These programs aim at unfolding the skills and interests hidden in the children and young people. It employs
varieties of learning mediums and let the students have all-round development knowledge, skills, values, social,
physical, and aesthetics. The students are able to organize and promote some activities. By doing so, they enjoy the
activities more and develop leadership and acquire the skills necessary in organizing activities. It gives motivation,
nspiration, independence, learning ultimately a real sense of happiness.

Senthamizh Library
A library has an immense power to articulate one's creativity, imagination, language fluency, study skills,
values and morals, etc. Madurai Seed's library provides the opportunity to read extra apart from textbooks,
contribute to positive use of leisure time, and enhance learning. Every weekend, children spend their whole morning
nthe libraries. Books are being used by volunteers during evening classes according to the needs.

Working Hours :5.00to 6.00 pm -weekdays; 10.00am to 12.30 pm weekend

Number of books : Above 4000

Number of titles : Above 100 Journals : 10

Specialty : English language learning course books, teacher resource books designed to use in classrooms and
self-learning. Graded Tamil, English and Bilingual story books from reputed publishers like Tulika, OUP,
Cambridge, MacMilan and Eureka.

Highlights : In the year 2014-15, science and story books were purchased from Eureka publications. Library
was equipped with a TV.

Library Activities

Date Library Activity

20.05.14 | Akila Shankar, a teacher and runs "Magic Carpet” program did a story telling session. She was very
enthusiastic and efficient and capable of transforming the enthusiasm to children through stories.
She included many games, interactions through a story. Volunteers are very inspired by her way of
story-telling. At the end of the session, she provided sketches and asked the students to illustrate

the story

16.08.14,
17.08.14 Reading Session was conducted by Mrs. Elavarasi using ipad. She introduced some android
applications for eBook-reading, children stories. She further conducted some language games
through stories.

24.08.14 | Volunteers Priya, Divya, and Parvathi conducted mass-reading sessions. They explored through
Tulika-Children Stories. Children enacted the stories after reading

30.08.14
03.09.14
07.09.14 | Madurai Book Fair was visited by children and young people on various days. They have visited all

the book stalls of various publishers. Some children bought books. Many books were bought for ou
library especially important books of modern Tamil literature. Children also enjoyed listening varioug
speeches and cultural programs conducted there.

=
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15.09.14 | Writer.Era.Natarajan was given "BalaSakithya Academy” award for his wonderful books on science
for children. A.S.Karthibharathi read his famous story "Aayisha”, a story of a school girl interested in
science. After reading group discussion was conducted.

27.12.14 English Story Reading Classes conducted using Tulika Books for children. Dr.Laura Villiger, ProfJohn
Potts, Mr.Muruges, Mrs. Viji, intern Naveen, volunteer Arunkumar read the stories to children
groups. The stories were exploited to reinforce pronunciation, language games, and activities.
03.01.2015 [ Naveen, an internship student donated the Tamil book "Angnadi” by writer Poomani. It won the
2014 Sakithya Academy award. The book was introduced by A.S.Karthikbharathi. The plot,
characters, historical and social background of the novel.

04.01.2015 | A.S.Karthikbharathi introduced "Books for Children”. He took 10 important and interesting children
books as well as important ones for teaching volunteers and introduced the books.

Journals

Creative writing plays an important role in a child's literacy development. It is helpful for children's artistic
expression of their imagination, and feelings. It is entertaining and gives an identity to them, children develops
grammar skills and reading habit in the process of writing. In Madurai Seed, we encourage children to write their
real emotions as wells as imaginative stories.

Puduyugam- (New Era) is for Children. There are 3 children representatives and one youth in the editorial team.
Creative writing sessions were conducted during holidays, the editing team collects the writing, compiles, and
placesinthelibrary.

Pudiya Velichangal (New Lights) is for young people. Young people write their ideas, experiences in interesting
ways. Copies of the pamphlet are being distributed in communal functions, festivals, colleges, and so on.

. The 13", Pudiya Velichangal pamphlet highlighted our 12 outgoing volunteers of this year ( 1 M.Phil, 5
teachers, 1 post graduate, 4 graduates, 1 Engineer).

Saving Schemes
Thenkoodu Children Bank

The main objective of this activity is taking self responsibility in educational expenses and reducing the burden of]
parents as they have poor economic background. Children's awareness to save is growing year by year.

Children can save as much as possible. They can pay daily, weekly, or monthly. They are provided with a passbook to
enter their savings.

o On 15.06.14, the saving distribution program took place at Madurai Seed. Madurai Seed Children
Federation Leaders Jensi Rani, and Shenbaga Muthu, Bank Incharge Volunteer Muthu Pandi distributed the saving
of the year 2013-14.

Arangam wise Savings Children with highest savings

Jancuge Aranga(mté“\j' . ti’/III‘I’)) RRS'gggg Giri Balan [ IV | Rs. 3105
ergal Arangam (s o) S.

Kanavugal Arangam (std IX to XII) Rs. 20713 A-nand Al RS, 2004
Total Amount Rs. 56,103 Visaakan | II Rs. 1606
Total Number of Children Joined in Thenkoodu | 268

Members with 100% subscription 124

Members with Partial Subscription 143

Young People Saving Scheme:

There are 24 members (16 male & 8 female). They are taking a small amount from their monthly stipend and put
into the rotational fund. Every month two people will be given each Rs.1000 from the collected amount. Thus all the
24 members will get Rs. 1000 in 12 months. No doubt that the amount is being very helpful to the young people for|
their educational expenses.
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Federations
MADURAI SEED Children Federation (MSCF)
Children Subscription Details

Particulars No.of Children
Total No.of Children Joined In MSCF 268
Members With 100% Subscription 124
Members With Partial Subscription 143

L sESS

Election: MSCF Election was conducted on 30.06.14. Student leaders and representatives were elected. Totally 147
children and 30 young people voted in the election.

President: B. Girija, 12" std Secretary: A. James, 11" std
Treasurer: G. Divya, 10" std Representativess: D. Vignesh (XII), S. Sermathi (XI),

Raj Kumar (VIII), Bhavani (VIII), Giribalan (IV), Bhavana (IV)

Children's Day: On 14.11.14, Children's Day was celebrated. Children are the stars of this program. They were
provided with sweets. Our 12" std students screened their slide show preparation on Children's Day. DurgaDevi,
6" std gave a moving speech about Chacha Nehru. Each class gave a program like songs, skits, dance, and
speech.

MADURAI SEED Young People Federation (MSYF)
Election: MSYF Election was conducted on 30.06.14. Nearly 23 young people took partin the voting. Club Inchargers
and presidents were elected. Ganesh Kumar (M.Phil) and Parvathi (B.Ed) were elected as presidents.

Young People Day (12.01.15) wasn't celebrated due to the condolence of Dr. Adams who has served the educationa
needs of the disadvantaged in Karumbalai area. Madurai Seed has announced 15 day condolence and cancelled
special events.
Training :
On 24.08.2014, "Thumb Print Drawing” training was given by volunteer Arunkumar for children. Some
model drawings were drawn on blackboard. Children got various ideas and draw new things on their own.
On 28.08.2014, Clay Modeling class was conducted by volunteers Muthaiya and Nagarjun. Children were
provided both natural and artificial color clay. They have made colorful models.
On 29.08.2014, "Line Drawing” training was given by volunteer Priya and Muthuganesh. Children were
divided into groups. Each group was provided with various multimedia line drawings. They explore the drawing with
the models.
From 01.10.14 to 05.10.14, Yoga classes were conducted at 6 to 7 every morning at Vergal Arangam by
Volunteers Muthu Pandi & Arun.

Workshops
For Young People
Mental Health & Children: On 29.06.14, Kannan Vinaitheerthan, a mental health councilor from USA talked about
“Mental Health and Children” for the young people. He discussed about common mental health problems in
children, stress management, identifying problem children, remedial measures, and importance of counseling.
Young people shared their experiences, conflicts with children. Kannan gave some tips for class room management.
Finally, everyone understood every child is unique, special, and important; everyone has their own skills, characters.
Each of them is from various kinds of background. Guidance and Counseling are very important for children.
Effective Classroom: On 28.02.15 and 01.03.15, two days workshop on “Effective Evening Classroom” was
conducted by Mr.Andreas, school councilor and Mrs.Maya, science teacher from Switzerland. They've observed
Madurai Seed's evening centers before the workshop. 8 volunteer teachers from Madurai Seed took part in the
workshop along with CESCI organization's volunteers. Our volunteer Arunkumar has helped in the translation part
between trainers and participants. There was flow of inputs on classroom management, arrangement, learning
friend concept, home garden, and importance of natural teaching aids. Not only they got inputs on improving their
teaching, they've all realized the importance and nobleness of their work.
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Photography Workshop: On 14.03.15, and 15.03.15 Photography became a fashion and leisure trend among
young people. But, they hardly know the technical aspect of a camera. When their creativity and technical
knowledge blend a good photo will come. Madurai Seed has an SLR camera, 2 digital cameras, and one camcorder.
A photography workshop was conducted by professionals Mr.Senthill and Mr. to the Kanavugal Arangam children
and young people. They started from how to handle a camera with care, and moved to aperture, and shutter speed.
The participants understood a photo is more than a click. Young people took some photos in the Karumbalai streets.
The next day, it was extended to videos. The trainers came with their video camera. The participants got hands on
experience in shooting videos. They are also given orientation to movie maker, and similar software to edit the
footages.

Seminars

A serious of seminars was organized on topics related to “"women's education & Empowerment”. The specialty
about the seminars was they have given by our own children and young people by referring books, internet, and
volunteers. The seminars were given in the street, then so many of Karumbalai women, men, and young people had
the chance to listen to the thoughts.

On 27.10.14, the topic was “Women Supporters of Madurai Seed”, who are the core people to pass on educational
activities of Madurai Seed continuously. Most of our financial supporters, advisors, were women. Volunteer.
Volunteer. Sharmila delivered the seminar. It was like a thanks-giving where everyone can look back Madurai Seed's
development and milestones and the reasons behind that.

On 28.10.14, student Girija of 12"std presented about “Women achievers in Madurai Seed". She spoke about
women volunteers in Madurai, their education, and their professions. They are in government jobs, police, teachers,
engineers, nursing, and so many. They are earning and living up to their dreams. The reasons for their growth is their
interest, perseverance, and of course the experiences, guidance from Madurai Seed. We are sure the children of
today were inspired by these stories of hope.

On 29.10.14, Vinthiya from 10"std spoke about “Women of courage”. When we look back into the history, there are
enormous names of men for courage. There were women also, they aren't popularly known as men. Vinthiya talked
about women in Indian freedom movement, and wars. Thus we have saluted the bravery of them.

On 30.10.14, Kowsalya from 10"std presented the speech on “Women in Social Reform & Welfare". She quoted
many women who gave their service to the well-being of mankind. They always look after the marginalized people
with great care.

On 31.10.14, It was Divya from 10"std spoke about “Women in Education”. She listed many women like Maria
Montessori, Vasanthi Devi, and many who gave their contribution in the area of learning and teaching. They always
cared the students as their own children. There is a famous quote “teachers are second mothers"”. Their legacy
proves the proverb.

On 01.10.14, Vijaya Lakshmi from 10"std, spoke about “Women and their contribution to family and nations'
economy” She came up with local examples from the everyday life. Taking our Karumbalai, In most of the families,
women leads the family. They are the backbone of the family economy. They sacrifice a lot. They expect a little. It is
our duty to respect them all.

On 02.10.14, it was “Thoughts of Ambedkar, Periyar, and Gandhi on women empowerment”. Ramya of 10"std
presented the thoughts of the great leaders. These leaders thought if women are empowered with education and
freedom, automatically the nation will stand up. They advised the women not to beg for freedom from men, take it,
if not given fight for that. She talked about their philosophies in the role of women in family, rights, and freedom.

03.10.14, Nisha from 5"std spoke about "Women in Science”. If we thought of a scientist, a picture of a man with
test tubes comes to our mind. Women scientists aren't popularly known. If we take India women's achievements in
science is completely ignored. Nisha listed out Indian women scientists, and international scientists and their
contributions to the world of science. She concluded all the discoveries, and inventions by women are related to
peaceful life of human race. If we want our world to cherish, we should give science to women's hand.
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English Learning Program

Why: In schools, English is taught as a subject like science, and math but not as a language. Many children couldn't
read English. They don't get adequate support from schools to enhance LSRW skills in English, while college
education and job field requires fluency in English. There is a risk of school dropouts only because that they can't
perform well in English.

How: Our approach aims at improving Basic English skills reading, identification alphabets and their sounds,
simple grammar, speaking practice, word building in an informal way using audio/visual materials, pair works, role
play, games, story books, etc. We make sure that the students get a friendly and informal environment so that the
earning process becomes easy and fruitful. We focus communicative approach rather than teaching grammar. We
ensure children who can't read gets adequate special support from the volunteers.

Resource Persons Hours
Kannan Vinaitheerthan, | 10 hours to
Volunteer from USA 11" and 12" std children
Angela, 39 hours to

Volunteer from UK

5t gt 7t 8" and 9™ std children

Mrs.Viji,
Special Volunteer

28 hours to 15,2 3™ 4™ std children

28 hours to slow learners in 5",6",7™".8" 9™ std children

Mr. Muruges,

Special Volunteer

28 hours to gifted children in 8" and 9" std

Janeziah,
Volunteer from USA

18 hours to
5th gt 7t 8" and 9™ std children

Sam Devanand,

to college going young people, 11" & 12" std

English Tutor

Camps
VASANTHAM CAMP 2014

Our Vasantham Camps facilitate children and young people to build specific skills and characters in a fun-
filled, learning environment during the time of their summer vacation. The Vasantham Camp 2014 from 1* May to 5
May was conducted as a residential camp at Covenant Centre for Development's campus (CCD) an organization
promotes agriculture and community enterprises. The campus was fully surrounded by trees, agro-lands which are
the major attraction to urban children. Around 80 children and 15 young people got opportunities to improve their
creativity, aesthetics, mind set about traditional knowledge, folklore arts, traditional day to day living.

We feel that today's schooling system has dislocated the everyday aspects of local knowledge, culture and
living. Alternatively the camp emphasized on sustainable environment, agriculture, medicinal plants, yoga,
traditional food & snack, hand-crafts, cooking, culture specific arts, and issues related to rural livelihoods.

The mood captured all children before the camp itself. On the day before the camp children were divided
into 5 groups Kuthugalam, Kummalam, Urchagam, Anandam, Aaravaram which are the synonyms of happiness||
Children prepared hand-made ID cards out of palm leaf, banyan leaf, supari leaf, bark of trees, and sand art.

At the dusk of 30" May, a bus picked all children, young people and organizers to the CCD Campus,
Children were very enthusiastic about the next 5 days as a whole new experience. Right after we reached the campus,
children finished their dinner, rooms were allotted to all.

First Day- 01.05.14: The very first day of the camp was started at 5.30 in the morning. As the refreshing air filled up
lungs, chirps of birds filled the ears, children prepared themselves for the Yoga session. Our student Jerk, 7" std came
forward to teach "Surya Namaskar” to all the participants. Then Karthikbharathi elaborated on responsibilities and
guidelines to follow during the camp not as an authority but as a brother regarded the physical well-being of the
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«children saw some people taking something out of sand. Wait; they are collecting earth worms. Some children were
nervous, but some took the clean, flimsy worms in hand. Moorthy explained about Vermiculture and Manure
production. Then he took the children to Bio-Gas plant and explained. He also showed Green House for protecting
large scale of seedling before planting to soil. He also showed the cultivations of crops, vegetables. It was a first
experience to many children seeing the vegetables and crops in their actual plant before they came to the market.

After the breakfast, everyone went to see the Nursery and Medicinal Herbal Garden. Mrs. Shanthi, local
expert of medicinal plants explained us about medicinal values of such plants. Leaves, seeds, roots, barks, of such
plants in raw condition, or treated condition can cure such diseases. She explained a lot about modes to take herbs,
how to identify them, some tasty recipes. All of them were thrilled when two of our boys chewed leaves of one herb
|(Kundu Mani), minutes later they spit, and bite small stones. We could hear the sound of stones breaking, but the
‘two boys didn't feel any tooth nervous and pain. Everyone wondered about Shanthi Akka, how she can remember
the names of hundreds of plants, correctly identifying them. She didn't finish her formal schooling. But the
knowledge she possesses can't be compared.

After having Amla fruit, as today's special, everyone sat in groups. Paints and papers were provided to
tthem. Everyone was asked to bring a portrait inspired by Nature. At the lapse of pure nature, everyone was keen and
focused in their drawings. The final products from the session are priceless. Children used leaf, flowers, sticks, soil,
snail shells, and barks in their paintings. Some even brought a theme like cutting out trees, agriculture, rural Vs urban
life, and so on. They arerich in creativity, aesthetics, and ideas.

After a heavy lunch, Local Silambattam (a martial art, sport, and dance) Guru Murugesan taught to the
adults. Everyone was provided with big sticks, seems they are going for a riot. The Guru taught some steps. Also the
Oyil Vaathiyar. Gundu Malai, singer. Chandran, musician also presented there for their final day training. Children
eagerly asked them for more complicated steps to learn.

Then all formed a big circle and conversed with the folk dancers about their life. They explained how much
they love to dance, their festivals, their families, etc. Then all children got blessings from the Gurus a sign of
respecting their art. Murukku, and Athirasam traditional savories were provided to all. The cultural night was
‘conducted as musical night. A song can bring lots of memories, and feelings. These songs as lullabies, prepared
them to go to bed. Sweet dreams.

Fourth Day- 04.05.14: Yoga Master Senthil Vel made all children to do again the yesterday's Asanas. He
taught 8 more Asanas today. After tea, physical work, and bathing all children are busy with wearing traditional
dresses Dhotis, Sarees, painting mustaches. They feel enthusiastic in their new costumes. Karthikbharathi took
today's session on “Tamil Culture and Tradition". He took his points from history, and classical poems. He touched all
\aspects of Tamil from food, dress, entertainments, to art and literature. Water-melon slices were provided as today's
ispecial fruit.

After the break, Arun Kumar conducted a creative writing session. He has given some topics, ideas, related
to Nature, Pollution, livelihood issues. Children wrote variety of things as stories, poems, songs, letters, essays,
\captions, drawings, etc. After delicious lunch, the fun part began.

Traditional games were replaced by modern games in schools. There are gender partialities in playing
these games in streets. There is no chance for adult to play such games. So, Madurai Seed likes to give equal
opportunity regardless of gender and age in playing these games. Things were bought, and arranged for 8 different
'games before the camp. It is not necessary to say girls and boys were very much liked to play these games together,
'Sweet made up of peanut and sesame seeds provided as snack. As it was a day before the final day, Camp-Fire was
put. Children sat around the fire. Children shared their feedbacks. Some shared their unforgettable memories.

Fifth Day- 05.05.14: Yoga Master Senthil Vel revised the previously learnt Asanas and taught 6 more
Asanas. He advised the children to practice these in their home too. After the breakfast, two songs about love, and
respect to parents were taught by Karthikbharathi to children. Volunteers Muruges and Viji came to conduct today's
morning sessions. Fruits, Vegetables, sprouts, herbs, and groceries were divided for 5 groups. Each group was given
3 recipes like salad, drinks. The session was planned to develop a taste for raw, healthy, snacks. Mrs. Viji helped the
cchildren in preparing their items. Children are busy with many works like fetching water, chopping, grating, peeling,
grinding, and whisking. At last 15 dishes came out. Some items were beautifully garnished. Each group shared their
making to all, thus everyone got chance to taste the 15 delicious, healthy items.

Then, Muruges took a session on eco-sensitivity, he told the children about simple ways, tips to behave
eco-friendly. He elaborated his speech on human exploitation of natural resources, and our responsibility in
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sustainable development. Then Karthikbharathi talked to children about after noon event. Each group has to display
what they did in the camp and what they have learned out of it. After lunch, children were busy preparing for the
demonstration.

In the evening, Dhanraj, a tribal rights activist, Our Trustees Mariammal, Mansurali his wife Musthakem, our
volunteer Rohit, visited the demonstration of children. Children explained them about the impacts they have got
from the camp. The guests encouraged the children. Dhanraj gave the valedictory speech on “Indigenous
Knowledge”. As he is working with the tribes, he came out with many heart-touching examples. Teacher. V.,
Mariammal appreciated the effort of Karthikbharathi, and volunteers in organizing this kind of camp for under-
resourced children. Director. Elavarasi gave vote of thanks.

A bus was ready to pick up all. No one really wanted to return to the home; no wonder; who else want to get
away from the green, calm environment and go to the noises of town. Children took their bags, learning, memories
and said good-bye to the campus.

Educational Guidance/ Career Guidance/ Counseling
Exam Tips for 10" std:

For 10" std students at Karumbalai and Sevalayam, guidance was given on SSLC Board Exams. The
guidance included how to study for exams, preparing a time table for revision, preparation, and presentation aspects
use of blue print and previous years question papers etc. The backward students also given tips for getting pass
marks.

Exam Tips for 12" std:

For 12" std students at Karumbalai, and Sevalayam. Tips were given by college students for various subjects
arts, science, and computer. Time management, presentation of answers, dos and don'ts during exam time were
discussed.

Educational Guidance for 12" std:

For 12" std students in Karumbalai, and Sevalaym, guidance given about college education, departments
engineering, and technical studies. They are asked about their goals, interest, background and expected marks
based on that every-one was given individual guidance. Details of colleges, difference between aided & self-finance
courses were also given.

11" std admission help:

10" std passed students were given guidance in getting and filling up application forms, selecting proper
courses of their interest, selection of schools were given.
College Admission Helps:

12" std passed students were guided through selection of colleges, courses, filling up applications
technical and engineering stream, two students were helped in attending engineering admission counseling in
Chennai.

Field Trips and Tours

Madurai Seed field trips and tours find an important place in the skills and personality development
program. Being poor background, children and young people can't get a chance to explore the places around; the
girls have the minimum chance of going out of the locale. Madurai Seed thereby provides them chances to see
various places and activities happening around them. Our volunteers are experienced in arranging trips and taking
care of the pack of students. The trips provide us the sense of adventure. We have strict rules against plastics and
ittering. We emphasis on historical, cultural, and ecological background of places.

Fun- Trips Eco-trips
17.08.14 | Dog Expo 29.05.14 ThiruparanKundram- Eco Park
27.09.14 | Chatrapatti Water Channel - young people 17.08.14 Karantha Malai
29.09.14 | Chatrapatti Water Channel - Boys 10.12.14 Kutralam
02.10.14 | Chatrapatti Water Channel- girls 30.12.14 Kutladampatti
25.01.14 Sirumalai

Cultural Visits
Industrial Visit

20.04.14 Thirumalai Nayak Palace

13,14,15.05.14 | Chithirai Fest 29.05.14 Barle-G Cookie Factory Visit
03.10.14 Meenakshi Temple - Kolu Utsav Eikincai i

04.02.14 Theppa Thiruvizha ki sl

Government Exhibition
30.08.14, 03.09.14, 07.09.14 | Madurai Book Exhibition
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Club Activities for Children and Young People
Mutram- Literature Club

On 15.04.14, Karthik Bharathi talked about “Mahabharatha”. It is very important to children to know
stories from their own cultural background. He instills the interest to read the stories in Mahabharatha. He also talked
about various adaptations, retold narratives of Mahabharatha. He also touched Koothu, Festivals related to that.
On 19.05.14, Karthikbharathi conducted a session on Poetry Appreciation. He came up with a classic
poetry in Tamil literature. He has demonstrated how plenty of stories are stuffed with in the ten lines of the poetry
Poetry kindles our imagination, landscape, memories, and aesthetic sense. He also came up with modern verses in
Tamil magazines and discussed about the poems.
On 07.03.14, Volunteer Parvathi who is doing teacher education has displayed her Tami
Teaching Aids on Tamil from 9" std and 8" std. It is new to our children seeing various teaching aids for Tamil poem
and prose lessons. The teaching aids are important to gain attention of the students, to give visual impact, to make
them understand quickly, and to kindle interest. Volunteers learnt how teaching aids are important and used in g
anguage class.

On 09.03.14, Volunteers Arunkumar and Divyabharathi displayed their English Teaching Aids. They have
made variety of teaching aid for English poem, prose, and Grammar. It is awareness to volunteers how to prepare
appropriate and creative aids for English. The aids prove that teacher has to learn more and work more than students
Children enjoyed visiting the display and asked man questions.
Galileo Science Club

The science club aims to provide joyful, and activity based, and practical learning in Science. It helps tq
develop scientific attitude in the young minds. In a long way, it kindles interest among the children to take science
and engineering related courses in higher education.
Simple and Funny Experiments: Children did some simple and funny experiments on 21" July 2014. The concepts
were diverse, 30 children from sixth standard to twelfth standard took part in the program. They were divided into 10
groups. Each group was assigned with an experiment. Then, they demonstrated the experiment before others and
explained the scientific concepts behind the experiment. The following experiments were done.
Eggina bottle
Volcano tooth paste
Acid base reactions
Tomatoin a bottle
Elephant tooth paste
Egginsalt solution
Bottle and the balloon
Dancing candles
Milkand rings
10. Electricity from potato
Science Exhibition: Children organized a Science expo on December 25", 2014. There are ten models were arranged
n Vandugal and Vergal Arangam. Each of them was given name of their favorite scientist. Dr. Laura Villager, Prof
John Potts, and Mr.Muruges took part as chief guests. Children and Young People visited the expo and elicited many
guestions to the students.

e U A S

1. Vindhiya, 10" std explained demonstration of acid-base reaction using a volcano model.

2. Kowsalya, 10" std explained how wind energy is converted into electricity using the working mode
‘windmill'.

B. Girija, 12" std explained about human lungs with a working model of lungs using a big balloon and a water
bottle.

4. Ziniya, 10" std explained the atmospheric pressure using 'Egg in a bottle’ experiment.

=3 Wasimkhan from XI std presented a working model of hydraulic lift and explained the concept of 'Pascal’s
law'

b. Vigneshwaran, 12" std explained the conduction of electricity in salt solutions. He interpreted the
difference between the conductivity in salt solution and non-conductivity in pure rain water.

7. The vertical images which differ from reality call optical illusion was explained by 11" std student Srinath

using many images in the ipad.




=3 =

8. The reaction of base with acid where co, gas is released was explained using by a bottle and balloon by
Vasanth, 11" std.

0. One of our volunteer Sharmila demonstrated the conduction of electricity in vegetables like lemon &
potato.

10. Flame (Fire) uses oxygen and burns up other gases the fundamental concept was illustrated by 10" std
students Vijiand Ramya using a glass and candle

11. Manipandi explained the center of gravity concept using candles and stick in the experiment 'Dancing
candles’

ISeminars in Galileo Science Club: Seminars in science club are always interesting and informative. The seminar
used multimedia presentations and demonstrations to give the audience a better understanding. Further, it offer
peer group learning.

Date Speaker Topics Covered

0N Wn

04.10.2014 Vasim Khan & Stephen Raj, 11" std Rockets
Mangalyan Project

17.10.2014 Girija,12"std Brain's GPS system
Nobel Prizes 2014

16.11.2014 Kowsalya,12" std Quiz Contest

09.12.2014 Srinath & Vasanth, 11" std Solar Eclipse

Lunar Eclipse

National Science Day Celebration: We have celebrated the National Science Day on 28" February 2015. Ms.
Sujitha and Mr. Rajesh participated as special guests. The program was filled with children's speeches,
demonstration of concepts with models, a quiz program, and Pictionary competition. Durga of 7" std gave a
speech on “Science for National Building”. Wasim of 11" std spoke about “Methane Gas Project” advantages and
disadvantages. Some children wore a crown made of chart paper. In the crown many scientist's names and
inventions were written. The rest of the children have to pair the scientists and their inventions. It was fun and
informative.
The Pictionary game was conducted. Children were given a science topic, they have to draw a picture explaining the
conceptas quick as possible. Jeeva, Bhavani, Selva Ganesh, Gopika and Santhosh presented their models on energy,
heart, phases of moon, pressure, etc. Santhosh from 5" std stole the program by presenting his three working
models of mixture, walking toy, and wind turbine. He used simple domestic things to make the models. It is
something creative and wonderful having this much of enthusiasm in science. He was provided with “Young
Scientist” award.
“Sunday Skype” Science Classes: It is the idea to utilize the over-seas volunteers to teach the children using
internet. The knowledge of the experts is channelized to children through the virtual classroom. Mr. Hariharan Mani
who is working as a software engineer in USA took 10 hours of science classes for five weeks in the month February
and March 2014 to 11™.10"9"and 8" std children via Skype. Some of the topics discussed are gravity, laws of
Newton, Light, forms of carbon, petroleum gas, science behind camera, and eyes, etc. He has cleared the student's
doubts from their school science lessons. Further students wrote to him their questions on general science through
email, he prepared and answered in the succeeding classes.

SPARC Science Project: On 24.02.2014, International Tamil Language Foundation based in USA, has created a
Educational package to teach physics, and maths in Tamil. The package contains a book and CDs. The founder
of the ITLF A.R.Rammohan along with his wife Meenakshi visited Madurai Seed and sponsored the package, a
TV, a CD player to further facilitate the audio-visual part of the class. He introduced about the edu-pack, its
benefits, need for scientific thinking to the children, etc. We are very eager to teach the lessons from next year
2015-16.
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Aagaya Gangai Social Science Club

On 22.05.14, Mr. Muruges gave a speech on “Environmental Issues”. He stressed on renewable and non-
renewable energies, plastic and problems. He advised the children and young people to become eco-sensitive,
to use organic materials as much as possible.

On 27.05.14, Mr. Dhanraj, a tribal rights activist spoke about “Tribes of Tamil Nadu”. He introduced various
tribal communities in Tamilnadu, their livelihood issues, values and moral they follow their commitment in
sustainable bio-resource management, issues related to mining, deforestation, and tourism.

On 02.08.14 and 03.08.14, for two days senior students in 11" and 12" std rendered their service at “Sathura Giri".
It is considered as a holy place, and famous for pilgrimage. So, there are many plastics and wastes in the mountain.
To maintain the mountain clean and serene, the children cleaned the place for two days. The mountain is a hotspot
in Western Ghats. “Learning through Service" is practically executed during the camp.

On 04.10.14, it was Bakrid. Ziniya from 10" std spoke about “Islam”, the story and principles behind Bakrid.
Then children shared food among themselves that they brought from home.

Vanmugil Cultural Club

Films Screened:

Date Film Intention/ Genre
13.04.14 Gravity v" Awards owned film
v Science Fiction
27.04.14 Thenali Raman v" Culture specific character
v___Humor
29.06.14 Saivam v Children Movie
13.07.14 Ramanujam v" Biopic of great mathematician
v Must- watch movie for students
20.07.14 Veedu v National Award won Tamil movie
26.07.14 Thirumanam @ Nikkah v" The Director Anees of this film is our friend, well-wisher.
Earlier he had directed two children theatre workshops
for our children and produced two plays.
16.08.14 Puss in Boots v" English Movie for Children
31.08.14 Rio- 2 v" English Movie for Children
v___Environment Concern
05.10.14 Short films on Women
Empowerment v Awareness about Gender Equality
04.01.15 Madurai Seed Half Yearly
Activities v Qur activities in holidays shown to public
14.01.15 Legacy of DrAdams v" Slide Show screened to public about DrAdams his educational
revolution
25.01.15 Poovarasam Peepi v Children Movie
08.02.15 Tamil Short Films v' Short film appreciation
03.03.15 Madras v' Political
v' Subaltern Movie

Food Festival, 30.09.14: Food Festival was planned. 1 to 12"std students, volunteers, and staff had decided on the
dish, price, and preparation works. There were 14 delicious items proposed by all. This year we focused on
traditional items with rice, cereals, and dalls rather than fast food. All the classes were given Rs.100 for buying
cooking things. The program started at 4.00 PM. Notices and boards displayed the food items, prices to the public.
There were places accommodated to every dish. The east street was crowded with public and children. There was
so much fun and flavors came together. Each class was supported with one volunteer. The very aim of food festival
is to make awareness about gender equality. Cooking isn't the area of only women. Men also should cook. This
activity is enriching team spirit, problem solving, organizing skills, creativity, and more. Ultimately, Children are
going to spend the profit for a social cause like helping old age homes, patients. In this way, their helping tendency
and empathizing tendency is nurtured.
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Dance Performance, 08.12.14: Children performed one traditional dance, and one western dance for a crew of
foreignteachers and students at CM Center. The foreigners really enjoyed the program. Children gave a miniature
experience of a village festival. Thus they are oriented to our culture.
Margazhi Utsav, 28.12.14: Every year, Margazhi Utsav is dedicated to arts. It is marking the importance of
performing arts in education, culture, and life. This year the concept of Margazhi Utsav was songs. Songs which
are appreciating nature, childhood, beauty of life were taken, and practiced by young people and children. The
ready-made stage was made in the street; the BGM was played through speakers. It was a heart-touching
moment listening to beautiful songs in the beautiful evening. The moment was also graced by the dance
performances of children, and young people.
Rangoli Contest, 28.12.14: Rangoli Contest is being conducted every year, to maintain a strong relationship with
parents, and public. It is also a kind of cultural activity demands creativity, and aesthetic-sense. This year totally
people participated in the competition. The Kolams were judged by a panel of men young people on colors, size,
and creativity.
Prizes Distribution: The prizes for Rangoli competition were distributed on the new years day. We have rented a
tri-cycle, the prizes and a banner saying happy new year were placed in. Young people and children joined in the
rally accompanied by traditional Thavil,and Nagaswaram. The public were very happy about the prizes. All
participants were given prizes.
Film Review, 02.01.14: Films has marked significance in the day to day life of Tamil people. So, rather neglect the
reality, Madurai Seed tries to input awareness, and critical view of films. Film review session was conducted under
the leadership of Karthikbharathi. The films which are released in 2014 was taken into the discussion. We
discussed upon children movies, movies with social messages, best screenplay, most entertaining movie, etc.
Further the discussion analyzed the different direction of “Theatre Experience”, and video-piracy.

Suvadugal Sports Club

We believe Sports help children develop physical skills, get exercise, make friends, have fun, learn to play as a
member of ateam, learn to play fair, and improve self-esteem.

Sports Meet at Sevalayam Hostel: It was conducted on Independence Day 15" August. Madurai Seed
volunteers planned and conducted the sports meet. Totally 14 volunteers were present on that day. Children were
divided into groups, named after national leaders like Gandhi, Ambedkar, Periyar, and VOC. There were totally 4
group games and 5 individual games were conducted. Kabadi was the highlight of the program. Children were
participated with eager and motivation. The team spirit was high. The senior students in the hostel said they don't
experience any sports meet in the past years. They request to conduct this type of sport meet every year. Finally
the scores were announced. Prizes Distribution: On 27.08.2014, the prizes for sport meet participants were
distributed. The hostel warden and Trustee A.S.Karthikbharathi distributed the prizes. As they are hostel students,
we have given them coconut oil, comp, bathing soap, washing soap, plastic mug, towel were given as prizes. They
can have individual daily-use things. The idea was very much appreciated by Warden. All the children were given
prizes.

MADURAI SEED Sports Meet: Sports Meet 2014 was conducted from 27.09.14 to 06.10.14 during half yearly
holidays. Children were divided into four groups Master Blasters, Miracle Squad, Rocky Riders, and Almost
Winners. There were 20 children in each group. Major group games and individual games were conducted. We
make sure everyone is participating regardless of age and gender. For three days it was conducted as outdoor
eventin Chatrapattivillage and Sundaram Park. The team “Rocky Riders” bagged the Champion's trophy.

Return to Childhood: Now days, People isn't spending time for playing. People think play is only for children. But
it is not. Return to Childhood aims everyone to remember of their childhood, and play the games without any
hesitation. Back to childhood is always a sweet experience. In addition, the traditional games find no place in
these times among children. The traditional games incorporated language learning, physical activity, problem
solving, and many skills. Most of them played outdoors. In this activity we make sure there are no gender barriers,
the girls are allowed to play boy's games, as well as boys are encouraged to play girl's. Like, everyone has become
children and played in the streets. Totally, 27 games were identified and played throughout the evening.

Cricket Match: Cricket has become an omnipotent game in India. On republic day 26", January, There are
two types of matches conducted Students Vs Students and Students Vs Volunteers. It is fun and actually
friendship building activity between students and volunteers.
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Annai Medical Club

Medical Camp: The grand medical camp was conducted by Madurai Seed with the cooperation of Saravana
Hospital, Madurai. The news was spread to public through banners and notices and announced to children, and
parents. On 27.12.2014, a crew of 2 doctors, and 6 nurses came to Karumbalai. The medical camp was
conducted at Vandugal Arangam from morning 9 am to 2 pm. Madurai Seed young people assisted the medical
team in registration and regulating the queue. Many were benefited from the medical camp including children,
adults, women, and old people. The doctors prescribed medicines, the medicines were given free of charge.
People with acute problems were advised to come to the hospital. Awareness about chief minister's insurance
scheme was given. Mainly, girls and women were provided with vitamin tonics and tablets. Totally 370 people
benefited from the medical camp. Refreshments and lunch provided to the medical team. We are going to
conduct such medical camps frequently in the future.

Special Days

On 15.08.14, Independence Day was celebrated at Program office. Madurai Seed Children Federation
president Girija of 12" std hoisted the flag. Before, she was escorted by student representative, and scout boys. She
delivered the independence day message and wishes. Then an article from local news paper was read. Morning
snacks were provided to children, chocolates were provided to the public.

On 05.09.14, Teachers Day was celebrated. Volunteers were the stars of the program, Children presented
their volunteers with greeting cards and chocolates. It is followed as an important culture at Madurai Seed over
years. It promotes children to show love and respect towards their volunteers, and volunteers realize the greatness
of their work.

On 26.01.14, Republic Day was celebrated. Madurai Seed Young People Federation president Ganesh
Kumar hoisted the national flag and delivered the republic day message. Snacks were provided to children.

On 01.02.14, Institution Day was celebrated. Thank giving cards were sent to our supports and well-
wishers. A slide show depicting the development and highlights of previous years activities was screened. Ice
creams were provided to children.

On 08.03.14, Women's Day was celebrated in the street. It was celebrated as awareness for public on
women's education and empowerment. Children were given white flour; in the ground they wrote their names and
aspirations. Then they shouted out their names and "I want to become” slogan. Then men and women formed a
circle and pledge to fight against gender discrimination. During the program, cameras were given to girls and
taught photography. Women volunteers experienced riding motor bicycle as a symbol of freedom. A Mule ride was
also organized to entertain the girl children. Girl children, volunteers, and their mom were provided with gifts.

On 28.03.14, Annual Family Day was celebrated at Gandhi Museum. It marked as a special event during the
last week of this finance year. Same color t-shirts, and Salwars were provided to children and young people to give
oneness and family sense. Children gave their cultutal performances dance, and skits. One skit was directed by
volunteer Sam Devanand, and other by Mrs.Elavarasi. Parents and Public witnessed the program. Trustee
Karthikbharathi talked about Madurai Seed yesterday, today, and tomorrow. He stressed on our milestones, and
next year's plan. During the program farewell day, and honoring to out-going young people were conducted on the
same day.

Celebrations

On 27.07.14, we've celebrated Ramadan at Madurai Seed. Ulama from the local mosque talked about the
meaning of Ramadan and fasting. Children very much liked to put mehandi, surma (eye liner), lungi. Finally, Children
shared their food with others. Sharing is Happiness; Happiness is Sharing as a lesson of Ramzan.

On 20.10.14, Diwali was celebrated in Sevalayam Hostel. It was nice to see the meeting of Madurai Seed
children and young people meets Sevalayam children. Trustee Karthikbharathi, and Mansurali took part in the
program. Our alumnus Saranya, Amutha, Magudapathi, Pandiyarajan and TVS B.Ed college students Jegan, and
Anand took part in the program. It was the celebration of light, dance, and music. Madurai Seed children and
Sevalayam children gave cultural programs.

On 24.12.14, Christmas Celebration was held at Madurai Seed education centers. Dr. Laura and ProfJohn
took part in the program. They've cut the Christmas cake and distributed to children. Children sang songs in praise
of lord Jesus. The Santa further added delight to the program, we went on a rally with Santa and offered gifts to
Christian students.

On 31.12.14, New Year's Eve was celebrated at Karumbalai Community Hall. Funny games were
conducted to students of all classes and volunteers. It was the way we welcomed the new year with so much
happiness.
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Community Service

Chithirai Festival: This is a grand festival in Madurai. Thousands of people gather in a place. On 13.05.14, In
Tallakulam area We have provided water and buttermilk to people. On 14.05.14, In Annanagar, Water, and butter-
milk provided to people. In these two events, nearly 3000 people benefited from that service.

Participations / Networking

Participation of Children & Young People

On 09.08.14, Madurai Seed young people took part in an awareness meeting on “Honor Killing” conducted by
EVIDENCE organization.

On 25.10.14, EVIDENCE organization honored the director of the movie "Madras”, which deals with
Dalit'srights. Madurai Seed young people witnessed the program held at Hotel North Gate.

On 27.11.14, Madurai Seed children and young people witnessed "Korean Music Program” at Gandhi
Museum.

On 09.01.14, Madurai Seed children and young people took part in the Annual Day program of T.S.U.M.
High School, Some of Madurai Seed children took part in dance programs, and got certificates in sports meet.

24.01.15, "Madurai Walkathan” is organized by Dhan Foundation for the awareness of Water
Conservation. Madurai Seed children and young people took part in the rally and ran for the good cause.
Participation of Trustees & Staff

Our Managing Trustee A.S.Karthikbharathi took "Executive English” course offered by British Council,
Chennai. He took part in16 classes conducted in 8 weekends. The training was personally sponsored by Dalyan
Foundation, Switzerland to improve the skills of heads of nonprofit organizations.
Developments
Sevalaym Hostel Program: A new education center at "Sevalayam Boys Hostel” was inaugurated this year. Over
students are benefiting from the program. There are six volunteers to help the children. 10" and 12" std students
were given importance in English and Maths. Students from 6" to 9" std were assisted in school studies, basic
reading skills in Tamil and English.
Vergal Arangam Shifted: The old Vergal Arangam is shifted to a new place near the program office. The roof top
was mended perfectly for conducting classes. Classes for 5" to 7" are conducted in the big hall, and 8" and 9" std
have separate rooms. There are also books and games-things for the children.
Library Shifted: Now, library has a perfect room for private studies. It is one the first floor of program office.
Library was shifted from Vergal Arangam. New library racks were bought to accommodate the books. Volunteeer
Karthik is doing the librarian role. It is easy from here to take books to the classes. Chairs are bought for the library.
Thereison TVinthe library for general classes. Books are being categorized and computerized by the librarian.
English Tutor Appointment: Mr. Sam Devanand is appointed as English tutor for young people. He has many
experiences as the human resource trainer in corporate and schools. He not also teaches English, but incorporates
some soft skills development during the sessions. He is also interested in theatre activities for children and young
people.
Television and Equipments: Last year, there was a projector mounted in Vandugal Arangam to facilitate
audio/video classes, and multipurpose uses. This year, Hotal North Gate has sponsored an LED TV. It was fit in the
Vergal Arangam to facilitate vergal arangam children with visual learning. Another LED TV was sponsored by
International Tamil Language Foundation to undertake SPARC science classes. It was mounted in Library. Each TV
is connected to a CD player and audio system. The materials will facilitate classes, seminars, trainings, workshops,
and cultural activities.
Vizhuthugal ClemeoL L L0

2 - suflamLig

Alumni Association &[D&ﬂd:ma
Total Members  :49 &eaLn @%anu[blg _
Online Members .45 _ Others: 4 % @'-é;’f”i’jﬂ“ aiiich % .Q'gs'-;
Members paid the yearly subscription 123 '—'"“’9 261 &L
Subscription Amount Received :Rs. 2760 @ 6)6TT g,mm alenTés)
Donations received from Alumni :Rs. 7000 '-I 5“6011-0 oY

g feuln SN
. M.Pethu Raja has donated Rs. 2000 @mcmmm I_L| 60T
J S.Sulthan Alautheeen has donated Rs. 2000 mm"%" Mm, ey
o O.Manikandan has donated Rs. 3000 EDETILIL

2_mIg)|em 6t




-47-

Activities:

o Rs. 5760 has sponsored to Shenbaga Muthu Muniyandi for his cancer treatment. He is one of the
former student and rendered volunteer service for 6 months.

o Members Saranya, Amutha, Ramaraj, Magudapathi, and Pandiyarajan took part in the Diwali
celebration held at Sevalayam Hostel.

° O.Manikandan has introduced Mr.Vinothkumar to Friends of Madurai Seed, India circle.

o Saranya Devi and Saravanakumar sponsored one day lunch to the Sevalayam Hostel students.

o Former volunteers have formed a team “Source Friends” and function like a family.
Congratulations:

] Muniyasamy passed in TET exam. He is now working in as a English teacher in a government school.
o Saranya has passed the TET exam. She is working as a science teacher in a government school.

o O.Manikandan is a highly earning person among the former volunteers. He is now in Chennai.

Friends of Madurai Seed, India
Online Members: 64

) ErVinoth Kumar was introduced by our former volunteer O.Manikandan; He is donating Rs.1000 every
month. So far, he has donated Rs. 4000.

) Mrs. Hariharan Mani has taken 10 hours of science classes through Skype. He also introduced his friends
Ms.Vasutha. They are very interested to continue the skype science classes in the coming year.

) Mr.Karthik Natarajan has financially helped to fit windows in the library. He also sponsors monthly stipend
to onevolunteer.

o Ms. Sujitha and Mr. Rajesh has helped to buy plastic chairs for our library. They have sponsored snacks in
the New Year Celebration. They also took part in the Science Day program.

o Viji- Muruges couple has continued their volunteering in this year too by taking English classes, and
participating in the special events.

° Mr. Dhanraj, tribal rights activist has taken one seminar to the children. He is interested in giving
orientation in human rights, and tribal welfare activities to our young people.

) Mrs. Prema, Head Mistress of Anupanadi Corporation School took part in the New Age Women Award
Ceremony.

Volunteering/ Internship

Angela: Angela has studied Education & International Development in UK. She is at Madurai as International
Liaison Coordinatorin an NGO. She has taught English classes to our children for two days a week (around 40 hours).
She has a unique way of teaching English through games, role plays, stories and encouraged children to speak in
English. She has also participated in our holiday activities program. She is adapted to Madurai Seed's family kind of
environment, and maintaining a good relationship with children and young people of Madurai Seed.

Kannan Vinaitheerthan: Kannan is a resident of USA, and completed his Masters in Social Work. He is a mental
health counselor. He spent nearly a week in Madurai Seed during June 2014. He has taught some English classes to
senior children. He has conducted a workshop for our teaching volunteers on “Mental Health and Children”. He has
given many tips on classroom management, conflicts with children, counseling, etc.

Janaezjah Ryder: Janaezjah is a Social Studies student from USA. She was at Madurai Lady Doak College for Study
Abroad program. She has taught children English, Games, and Some Bharathanatyam steps. She incorporated an
informal way of teaching English through games. She conducted games that demand children to speak in English.
Sheis also liked by our younger children for her “Bharathanatyam” dance. She brought every Saturday some snacks,
and fruits to share with children.

Naveen: Naveen is doing MBA in Bangalore, as a part of his course's SUPW program, he came on an internship at
Madurai Seed. He spent nearly 15 days during December. He actively took part in all the activities. He helped with
social media updates, slide shows creation, photo documentation, Data Entry, Emails, event organization, etc. He
also donated a book to Madurai Seed library. He has maintained a good code of conduct as an intern.

Sadam Hussain: Sadam was introduced by our volunteer Nagoor. He is doing his masters in commerce at Wakf
Board College. He is staying at a Government Hostel nearby. Every day he comes to Karumbalai for prayer at local
mosque. There he knew about Madurai Seed. He then decided to spend his time teaching to our children. He taught
commerce and economics to 11" and 12" std children.

Prabhu: Prabhu was introduced by our volunteer Ganesh Kumar. He has earned bachelor's degree in Business
Administration. He is in a marketing job. Every day, after his job, he decided to spend the evening positively. He is
teaching to 8" std children Tamil, Science, and Social Science.
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Site Visits

Asha for Education:

On 23.07.14 Dr. Melli Annamalai visited Madurai Seed on 23.07.14. She visited the office, library, and other
education centers. She talked with volunteers and children. She discussed the developments, success stories
with trustee Karthikbharathi. She also met special volunteer Muruges & Viji.

Friends of Madurai Seed:

Dr. Laura Villiger 8& Rebecca Braunwarth

From 19.04.14 to 26.04.14, Dr. Laura Villiger and her student Rebecca spent in Madurai Seed. Rebecca is
studying in KFR School. Rebecca is doing a project on Madurai Seed, life of young girls in Karumbalai and
comparison with Swiss girls. She interviewed girl students especially Jensi Rani, Sharmila, Varalakshmi, and
Tamilselvi. She talked with children and young people to understand about Madurai Seed. Our girl students
accompanied her in the visit of Thirumalai Nayak Palace. She was very happy with the visit. Later she sent the
project titled "Growing up in an Indian slum”.

Dr. Laura Villiger & John Potts

Our supporters Dr.Laura Villiger and Prof.John Potts visited Madurai Seed from 23.12.14 to 29.12.14. During the
visit we discussed about the developments and future plans. They have taken part in Christmas celebration,
Science Expo, and Story reading session. One evening, John listened to students and young people's
experiences in Madurai Seed. They witnessed the Margazhi Utsav-cultural program and Back to Childhood

program.

Visitors

Date Name Details

09.04.14 Mr. Andrews Mrs. Maja Mr. Kolja v Tovisit Madurai Seed's education centres

19.04.14 to0 26.04.14 Dr.Laura Villiger&Rebecca v To witness girl student's life and education
in Karumbalai.

20.05.14 Mrs.AkilaSankar v To conduct story-telling session

27.05.14 Mr.Dhanraj v__Togive seminar

23.07.14 Dr. Melli Annamalai.Dr. Annamalai | v Ashafor Education Site Visit

23.12.14t0 29.12.14 Dr. Laura Villiger, John Potts v Friends of Madurai Seed- Site Visit

01.01.15 & 28.02.15 Ms. Sujitha v" Took partin New year, and Science Day

Mr. Rajesh v/ Became members of FMS, India circle

20.01.15 Ms.RitaTorcasso v' Tovisit the education centres.

11.02.15 Mrs.Vasuki v Tovisitthe education centres

24.02.14 Mr. Alagappan Mrs. Meenakshi v" To provide "SPARC" science education
package and audio- visual equipments.

26.02.15 Mr. Andrews Mrs. Maja v" To observe problems, and strategies in

teaching children in the evening centres

Our Special Thanks to

Dr. Melli Annamalai Dr. E. Annamalai, Dr. Eveline Masilamani

Dr. Laura Villiger Prof. John Potts Paola Pappone

Mr. Martin PatriciaJegher Martina Frei

Dr. Ursula Villiger Dr. Peter Fuchs Mrs. Eliane Suess

Dr. Niklaus Schatzmann Sylvia Fust Clive Oxen Den

Susanne Grossman Christina Latham Dr. Katherine Newman & Dr. Paul

ErV.P. Parri Ganesan Er.T. Arul Thangaraj Sabarinathan

Mr.Karthik Natarajan Er.Vinoth Mr. Biju

Mr. Muruges & Viji Asha- Boston, USA Asha Trust, India

Friends of MADURAISEED Kantonsschule Freudenberg School Students & Staff

Dalyan Foundation Dasra- India

Victoria Gross & Gross Foundation  Herbert Hegner
Oxford University Press UK & India
StaehliInterlingua Bookshop CESCI




Varlous Actwltes 2014 - 2015

MADURAI SEED Volunteers Team




Club Inchargers 2014 - 2015

Madurai Seed
Children Federation

Madurai Seed
Young People Federation

Puduyugam Children
Magazine

Thenkodu |
Children Bank
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Social Science Club
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Annai
Medical Club

Sports Club
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Pudiya Velichangal
Youth Journal
N.Janaki Devi B.Com.,

Youth
Saving Circle
S.Nagaraja B.A.,




Various Activites 2014 - 2015

Inspirational People - Sports Meet at Sevalayam Hostel
Laura Amma & John Sir

Learning Oyillattam at
Vasantham Camp

Thiruparankundram - Field Visit Today a reader, tomorrow a leader




Activity Highlights 2014 - 2015

Food + Fun = Inspire with a Story- Story Medical Camp with
Food Festival Telling Session Saravana Hospital

R4 W
Public Speech on
Women Empowerment

ThenKoodu Children Bank -
Savings Distribution Program

New year Celebration Young People Day Out - Kutrallam
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Sportseet Champon Science Club Award Winners




